





The Way Ahead

| don’t know where the time has gone! Margaret and |
have lived here for three years now. It all still feels very
new, but at the same time we cannot really remember
living anywhere else. Thank you for making us so welcome.

We have been thinking about our role in our villages,
and in 2008 we laid out the vision focussed on what is
one of our biggest resources; our beautiful buildings. At
the Annual Meeting last year | thanked everyone who
had worked very hard on the plans and the fundraising.
And this year | want to thank a lot of people: our Project
Managers and builders, the PCCs, the service leaders,
the church wardens, musicians and choir, the churchyard
teams, cleaners and flower arrangers, the LPAs and
those who help with the groups. And | need to thank
some individuals by name (I know this is a very dangerous
thing to do!); Graham Smith for his fundraising with
Sheila’s Quilt, which raised its £2,000 target; Mike Dyer
for the Signals Band Concert, Bobby Carter and Jean
Mayne for all their work, including the Christmas Fayre;
and many more, too many to name, who have helped
with so much. There is so much going on! We are moving
forward. We can give thanks.

As far as the buildings are concerned we have to balance
the fact that they serves the living Church, with the fact
that we worship in very beautiful parts of our heritage
that hold very special places in a lot of people’s hearts.
This is why we have worked so hard on the 50K
Challenge and we have consulted with the experts at
every stage of our journey. At Gussage St Andrew we
are conserving the medieval wall paintings for future
generations to enjoy and rethinking the antiquated
electricity supply. At St Mary’s the work at the back of
the tower and nave is complete, giving us much needed
meeting space as well as a toilet for our many visitors.
At both St Mary’s and St Rumbold'’s the living churchyard
scheme means that the churchyards are full of rare
plants, insects and birds. These, too, attract visitors.

We still have work to do, of course. At St Mary’s the
heating and sound systems need renewing (please talk
to us if you would like to help). But there is a lot to be
thankful for. We are going places.

But too often the world treats ‘church’ as a leisure
industry. We are a community and a community with a
mission.

| know ‘mission’ can be a bit of a scary word at times.
But mission is telling people about something good. It
is about sharing friendship and community and the love
of God. It is about people seeing us having something
special and wanting that something for themselves.
Mission is not what just church leaders do. It is something
we all do. We cannot separate our worship, beliefs,
pastoral and social concerns, practical and financial
issues. They are all mission and come as a package.

Adapted from the Mel’s Address at the Annual Meeting

And it is a package called life life in all its fullness. Life
everlasting. And our vision is not complete until we turn
our prayers and talking and worship into action. This is
our challenge.

Mission is being with other people and bringing them to
a better place. To Jesus. Just think — if we all just brought
one person to church (to ‘Back to Church Sunday’ in
September for instance, but any Sunday) and they
stayed, in a few years we would need to extend the
building. And the world would be a better place. And
God would smile.

So | ask you to think and pray about how we can serve
our community and share the Good News of Jesus
Christ. We have done a lot in a comparatively short time
and we are on a mission. Thank you. There is more.
And | really believe God has more exciting plans for His
Church in this place. Mel Durrant

Annual Meeting

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) for
the parish of St Mary’s with Gussage St Andrew was
held after the morning service on Sunday April 25th. A
good attendance listened to reports on the building work
and finances, as well as an address by the Vicar. Four
new members were elected to the PCC.

The Annual Report is now available from our website;
or you can pick up copies from the back of the church
(until the end of June), or request a copy from the
vicarage.

On our website you can also find out details about the
PCC and download minutes of the APCM. Minutes and
reports can be found in the ‘Archive’ section and PCC
details in the ‘About’ section.

Thank you to everyone who
gave generously to this
yearOs Christian Aid Week.

In these interesting times .
it is vital that we stay
concerned about those less
fortunate than ourselves.




Bible Study
As we hope you see from The

Seeker, the Bible is THE Book!
Read it and understand more
in good company on a
Thursday evening once a
month. Phone Heather on
01725 552308 for details.

Midweek Holy Communion

To make way for the Post Office
Drop in, the midweek Holy
Communion has moved to the
second Wednesday of the
month, 11.30pm, followed by
coffee.

Come and meet friends

Drop in! — to St Mary’s church
on any Saturday afternoon
from 2.30pm for a cup of tea
and a chat with someone
trained to listen.

Or drop into the Post Office
Coffee Shop on the first
Wednesday of the month from
about 11 o’clock for a coffee
and chat with the vicar.

Soup Lunches £2 — Good
soup and company on the third
Wednesday of the month in
the Vicarage. Profits going to
the Trussell Trust in Salisbury,
helping people in desperate
need here and abroad.

Fellowship Group — Meeting
every Tuesday for chat,
laughter and biscuits, some
talk around serious themes
and sometimes a supper!
Phone Paul Skinner (552785).

Men’s Group — A beer and a
chat usually on the last
Thursday of the month. Phone
David Lockyer (552492)

Mothers’ Union — Tea,
company and a good talk,
usually on the second
Thursday afternoon of the
month. Over the summer we
have some trips out. Phone
Jean (552692)/Mary (552041).

-

Join us during June and )ulﬂ 2010

SUNDAY | St Mary the Virgin Sixpenny Handley | St Rumbold’s | Gussage
SERVICES | Informal service includes children’s time | Pentridge | St Andrew
9.30am | % | 11.00am 6.00pm 11.15am 9.30am

June 6t HC | £ | Informal | Evensong HC

June 13t MP | S| Informal HC HC
June 20t [ HC | 32 | Informal | Evensong MP

June 27t MP | = | Inf&HC HC HC
July 4th HC ;,: Informal | Evensong HC

July 11th MP | B | Informal HC HC
July 18th HC | © | Informal | Evensong MP

July 25t MP Inf & HC HC HC
Aug 1st HC Informal | Evensong HC

HC = Holy Communion
MP = Morning Prayer

alwabs a warm welcome...

( June 2010

See website for updates

Tues 1st

Wed 2nd
Thurs 3rd
Sat 5th
Tues 8th
Wed 9th
Sat 12th
Sun 13th
Tues 15th

Wed 16th
Thurs 17th
Sat 19th
Tues 22nd
Thurs 24th
Sat 26th
Tues 29th
Wed 30th

Pilgrimage from Colehill Church camping at Pentridge

7.30pm
11.00am
7.00pm
2.30pm
7.30pm
11.30am
2.30pm
2.00pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
12.30pm

Grand Bridge Drive, Tarrant Gunville Village Hall
Drop in for tea and a chat at St Mary’s church
Fellowship Group

Holy Communion, St Mary’s

Drop in for tea and a chat at St Mary’s church
Open Gardens, Deanland

Fellowship Group

Pentridge PCC meeting

Soup Lunches at the Vicarage

Mothers’ Union Quiet Day

Drop in for tea and a chat at St Mary’s church
Fellowship Group

Men’s Group

Drop in for tea and a chat at St Mary’s church
Fellowship Group

Sixpenny Handley PCC meeting

2.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
2.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

Fellowship Supper at the Roebuck, Sixpenny Handley
Drop in to chat with the Vicar in the Post Office Coffee Shop

July 2010

www.handleychurch.org.uk

Sat 3rd

Tues 6th
Wed 7th
Thurs 8th
Sat 10th

Tues 13th
Wed 14th
Thurs 15th
Fri 16th
Sat 17th

Tues 20th
Wed 21st
Thurs 22nd
Sat 24th
Tues 27th

Sat 31st

11.00am
2.30pm
7.30pm
11.00am

Paul Skinner’s priesting, Salisbury Cathedral
Drop in for tea and a chat at St Mary’s church
Fellowship Group

Mothers’ Union Outing

King of Kings Kids’ Club, St Mary’s church
Drop in for tea and a chat at St Mary’s church
Barn Dance at The Shed

Fellowship Group

Holy Communion, St Mary’s

9.45am
2.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
11.30am

Drop in to chat with the Vicar in the Post Office Coffee Shop

Evening Walk’n’Talk at Manor Farm, West Woodyates

7.30pm
11.00am
2.30pm
7.30pm
12.30pm
10.30am
2.30pm
7.30pm
1.30pm

Concert at St Mary’s

Drop in for tea and a chat at St Mary’s church
Fellowship Group

Soup Lunches at the Vicarage

School Assembly in St Mary’s

Drop in for tea and a chat at St Mary’s church
Fellowship Group

Coffee Morning at Ted and Meg Cox’s, Woodcutts

Wedding of Gemma Chambers and Stephen O’Brian




