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The Seeker

December

Dear Friends

A five year-old little girl was watching as the nativity
scene was set up for the carol service. She was
mesmerised by all the figures, and especially by
the baby Jesus. When she asked what the manger
was, her teacher explained it was a feeding trough
and that Mary and Joseph didn’t have a crib or a
cot, so they had to put a blanket on the hay in the
trough and lay the baby Jesus there.

thought for a moment and then asked, ‘Did they
have to use a manger for his car seat, too?’

We might not always get all the details right, but Christmas is a very special
time. We remember a baby in an obscure village, the child of a peasant
woman. He grew up in another village where he worked in his step-father’s
woodwork shop until he was thirty. Then for three years he walked around
the area as an itinerant preacher. He never wrote a book. He never held
office. He never had a family or owned a house. He never travelled more
than 200 miles from the place he grew up. He did none of the things we
usually associate with greatness. He had no credentials except himself.
was only thirty-three when the tide of public opinion turned against him. His
friends ran away and he was executed by being nailed to a cross between
two thieves. While he was dying his executioners gambled for his clothing,
the only property he had on earth.

Two thousand years have come and gone and today this man is still the
central figure of the human race. All the armies that ever marched, all the
navies that ever sailed, all the parliaments that ever sat, all the kings that
ruled or presidents that were elected, all put together, have not affected our
lives on this earth as much as that one solitary life.

The baby, born in a dirty stable, changed everything for ever. He is sometimes
called ‘The Light of the World’, (you may know the famous painting of that
name) which seems particularly appropriate at this time of year as we light
candles and think of that great star and those shining angels.

We all experience dark times in our lives. We all go through bad experiences.
But it only takes one little light to push the darkness away. It might still be
gloomy, but it is no longer dark. And we also know that, two thousand years
ago, God punched a hole in the darkness so that the light would shine through
for all time and we need never walk in darkness again. This is what we
celebrate at Christmas. This is the Good News.

And as part of that Good News we give and receive presents. In this edition
of The Seeker we are thinking about gifts and talents, and | hope that you
enjoy the season. The whole of Christmas, indeed the whole of history, is
incomprehensible without Jesus. And remember, at Christmas time we often
receive presents we don't really need. God offers us a gift we cannot do without.

Your Friend and Vicar, Mel
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