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2008June ~ July
Dear Friends

A young man once asked God how long a million
years was to him. God replied, ‘A million years to
me is just like a second to you.’ The young man
then asked God what a million pounds was to him.
God replied, ‘A million pounds to me is just like a
single penny to you.’ Then the young man got his
courage up and asked, ‘God, can I have just one
of your pennies?’ God smiled and replied, ‘Certainly
my son, just wait a second.’

Sometimes we have to wait for the good things in life. Sometimes they come
much quicker than we expect. I would like to thank everyone who has
responded to our 50K Challenge at Sixpenny Handley and Gussage St
Andrew. If you haven’t responded yet we hope you will give careful thought
to what you can do. In this edition of The Seeker I explain something of the
reason for the Challenge: There is a fuller explanation in St Mary’s Church
and on the website, and there will be constant updates as we move on.

And talking of The Seeker, I would like to thank Mark Wolstenholme for his
work on the redesign. A colour version (and a lot more besides) is available
on the website – have a look! If you think of anything else that could be
included in these pages, please talk to us. The new-look ‘Seeker’ is just one
sign that things are moving forward. There are also an increasing number
of events over the summer in and around the village and the church. The
role of the church in this place is twofold, to serve the village and to bring the
village to God. The church building is a solid, constant reminder of God’s
presence and is open all day, every day. Please come in to enjoy the quiet
and reflect. However, the building is also used a lot and could be used more.
Like any building it always needs maintenance and development. But we are
not aiming to do this instead of anything else. We still need to show our
practical concern for those in need locally and further afield, and we still need
to pay our way.

We are also hoping to run an Alpha Course in the autumn. Look out for more
information soon. But if we really want to have the church that we want to
have, we need to raise money. We can afford it if we want. We raised the
equivalent amount of money in 1830. We can do it again. The 50K Challenge
does not (yet) have a closing date, but we hope to have all the work of the
vision completed in the next three years or so.

At Pentridge I must thank people for all their hard work on the churchyard.
The path and railings from the lane now makes access to the church much
easier, so I am pleased to invite you to the Quiet Day on Saturday 19th July
from 11.00am to 3.00pm as well as the Barbeque on Saturday 2nd August.

Find out more inside...








